
Key Messages for Policy and Practice 

 
Revisit the quality and relevance of formal education for the local context 

Young people in rural drought prone Hetosa question the relevance of formal education to their local context and 

consider it the longest path out of poverty, while many seek immediate income generating opportunities for their 

daily subsistence. Youth recommendations: Revisit the curriculum taking into consideration local contexts such 

as drought and mobility, and focus on creating market oriented TVET (Technichal Vocational Education and 

Training) programmes that can engage and make rural marginalised youth competent in their local contexts. 

Strategies should be adopted to address barriers to schooling, including parents’ need for child labour, 

engagement in informal work to generate basic income, distance to school, water shortage and drought. 

 

Raise young people’s awareness about local resources and create employment opportunities 

Young people have limited information about resources and available services in their locality. Youth 

recommendations: Involve young people in designing an information campaign and a service that meets their 

needs and provides relevant, accessible information at local level. 

 

Address environmental fragility and protection 

Environmental fragility plays a pivotal role in the future prospects of young people, as many are held back from 

childhood by the poverty and damage it creates. Engaging in charcoal production further exacerbates the 

problem. Youth recommendations: Devise policies and take practical steps towards addressing climate and 

environmental fragility, including concrete mitigation and adaptation strategies that can provide alternatives to 

charcoal production, deforestation for the sale of firewood, and/or migrating out of the area. Steps should involve 

young people in devising sustainable sources of income in the local area that protect rather than erode the 

environment. 

 

Proper management of remittances for youth to benefit from their migration experiences 

Migration is a livelihood strategy for many youth and their families in Hetosa, to urban areas as well as 

international migration to the Middle East. However, mismanagement of remittances limits the gains of their 

investments and curtails young migrants ability to use this strategy to turn their lives round. Youth 

recommendations: Establish training and support services for young migrants and their families, to ensure 

transparent, informed maximisation of the potential that remittances provide. 
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Youth Uncertainty Rights (YOUR) World Research is a large scale qualitative study conducted in fragile and conflict affected 

urban and rural areas of Ethiopia and Nepal. The research worked with the most marginalised youth across eight purposively 

selected research sites in both countries. The research has employed participatory and innovative research methods to understand 

how and vulnerable youth are navigating and negotiating uncertainty. 

 

YOUR World Research generates new knowledge about youth understandings of uncertainty, violence, poverty and rights in 

post-conflict and fragile environments. This further provides insights into how to support and sustain pathways out of poverty for 

street connected and marginalised youth. 

 

YOUR World Research has worked with over 80 young people in the rural drought prone areas of Hetosa Woreda in Oromia 

Regional State, investigating how young people’s perceptions of uncertainty, and their pathways out of poverty, are shaped and 

intersected by the socio-cultural and physical contexts. This summary provides an overview of the main findings from Hetosa. 
Funded by: ESRC/DFID Poverty Alleviation Fund [ES/N014391/1 and ES/N014391/2] 



As the result of the socio-economic condition that they are in, street connected children are marginalized. Specially 

the social labeling of street children as thief’s, drug addicts, thief’s and public menace make them feel alienated from 

the socio-economic life of the community. 

Street connected children assert that the system is not inclusive and marginalize them in the provision and access to 

service. Some of them claim that they feel as outsiders when they go to the local youth centers while majority of 

them don’t even have the awareness about the different services provided in this youth Centre. 

We [street children] don’t get the chance to take part in the affairs of the community. We are not taken as 

beneficial group of people by the local administration. There is a youth Centre in the woreda. However, street 

children hardly go there as they are regarded as outsiders. (079- M- ZERU- 23- ADD-UC3). 

 

One of the basic support that street children have is from those other street children’s who work and live on the  

street. They work and live together for different reasons. The first is security reason on which street children’s  

protect themselves from other street children’s who come from other areas of the city. Moreover, Peer support is also 

a substitute for the love they lost from there family as most of them go out to the street as a result of abuse and 

problem in their family. They also get psychological gratification when they come in contact with other youth from 

the street. 

 

Even if they have support among themselves finding someone who help them get employed is something 

challenging. They involve in informal activities which don’t ask collateral including begging, caring goods for 

customers, car parking and washing and in some case commercial sex work is taken as a resort by the females. 

 

Formal support from humanitarian organization is also another mechanism of coping on the street. The focus of the 

humanitarian organizations on children’s then youths is one of the obstacle that hinder youth from accessing projects. 

Even though some of the street children know that there is humanitarian assistance provided by different NGOs in 

the area there is less habit of going and seeking help from this organization. Due to the scale of the problem and the 

capacity of the NGOs there is also problem of accessing the street connected children to provide them services. 

 

The government have the scheme of making the street connected children’s form association and giving training and 

employment opportunity. Though there is swift provision of the vocational training, still there is a problem of 

providing employment opportunity based on the vocational training they take. Meron a 23 years old girl is one of the 

street connected youth who take vocational training on paving road. She explains that there is problem of providing 

employment opportunity after providing training 

We were mobilized and got trained for two weeks in paving roads using cobblestone by the local government. 

However, we have not yet started working. Although they promised to offer us with jobs right away it turned  

out to be all lie. As the cost of life is rising, we found it very difficult to pay for house rentals and be able to eat 

three times working in the informal sector (073-F-MERON-23-ADD-UC3) 

Youth who work and live on the street assert that they have tense relation with the police. It’s also a common 

phenomenon for the street connected children engage in different kind of substance abuse. Specially for the street 

children the use of glue, benzene, Khat, tobacco and shisha are really common. The common reason forwarded for 

their use of this substance is to forget the problems they have, as a coping mechanism of the cold environment, 

courage the substance provides to face the danger and the problems they encounter. 

 

Those who use substance also have a feeling of belongingness with other youth who use substance. Suleiman (is one 

of the street connected youth who talk about the feeling of belongingness to the shisha and khathouses than the youth 

centers 

There is no youth Centre in the area and most of us go to the surrounding shisha and Khathouses. Even if there 

is, I don’t have information on it, it is not inclusive and youths want to go to places where they think they 

belong to. Mostly we work for one or two days in a week and spend the other days in the neighborhood and 

using substances is the only means of having a good day (062-M-Suleiman-26-ADD-UC3) 

Youth with disability are also one of the most marginalized groups. Beginning from access to schools that are built in 

consideration of their special need to the provision of vocational trainings, provision of financial support and job 

opportunities youths with disability have different problems. Family shame, Perception of disability as inability, 

discriminatory practices in the society and lack of social protection schemes make the life of the youth challenging 

which led some of them go out to the street temporarily and permanently. 

 

Main Findings 
The lived experiences of many young people in Hetosa evoke a picture of youth 

escaping from rural environmentally fragile drought prone contexts towards urban 

areas and countries in the Middle East. The research also gives insight into the 

influence of the physical and socio-cultural context in understanding uncertainties 

young people face at different stages of their lives. Young people in the drought prone 

villages of Hetosa feel marginalised and alienated because of the fragile environment 

and the lack of infrastructure. Feelings of marginalisation and alienation, fuelled by 

lack of access to alternative livelihood opportunities, lead to the aspiration and practice 

of youth migration from the area. 

 

 The lives of many young people in drought prone Kebeles of Hetosa are affected and shaped by the context of environmental 

fragility. In most of the dry season, youth drop out of school and migrate in search of pasture land and water, whereas many 

young women bear the burden of taking care of elders and children at home. Mobility is a key strategy for young people in times 

of uncertainty, taking them to nearby small towns, big cities and in some cases to Gulf countries for work. 
 

I feel insecure when I am in a River and on a long queue to fetch water. The shortage we have here is of great concern 

and a source of worry. During the dry season the level of the water in the River gets very low and sometimes dries out 

and we are forced to make long journey in search of ponds to fetch water both for human and animal consumption. This 

journey takes us up to Eteya town. Our Kebele was hit by drought in 2013 that led to low agricultural yield which 

consequently forced me to dropout from school and moved to the nearby town. (Abdul, a young man. aged 18, 043). 
 

 Deforestation is a livelihood strategy for many youth and their families in drought 

prone Kebeles of Hetosa. Young people cut trees to produce charcoal and firewood to 

sell. This significantly contributes to environmental fragility. 
 

 Agriculture is still the primary means of livelihood. However, due to land shortage, 

landlessness and minimal annual rainfall, engagement in the subsistence agricultural 

sector is rarely a sustainable livelihood strategy for young people. 
 

 Limited off-farming livelihood opportunities, coupled with lack of support leads to 

delayed transitions into adulthood for many young people, who grow up with an 

intense certainty of poverty. In addition, youth are less familiar with available 

resources and services in their local context compared to older generations. 

 

 

Methodology 
YOUR World research has co-constructed its data collection methods with young 

people, exploring their perceptions of uncertainty, place and space, mobility and 

migration, transition and growing up, self/others, autonomy and relationships, and 

conflict and environmental crisis. Two cross cutting themes - strategies and 

interventions, what helped and didn’t help in times of uncertainty – have provided 

insight for policy makers. Participatory, creative and moving methods were used, 

and data was drawn from multiple sources including direct observations, interviews, 

physical mapping, and audio-visual materials. Researchers spent time on-site 

interacting with the local communities. 

 

Research site 
This study was conducted in Hetosa district located in Arsi Zone of Oromia 

Regional State. Hetosa is a drought prone area. Research was carried out in the rural 

villages of Guri Debula, Tero Moye and Hurtuba Denbi. The total population of the 

district was projected to be 156,243 in 2016. Only 16.48% live in towns, the 

remaining live in rural areas and depend on subsistence agriculture for a living 

(Hetosa Worada Finance and Economic Cooperation office 2017). 

 

 For many young people, migration holds a positive uncertainty of both hope and risk. The decision to stay is described with 

the absence of hope, with thoughts of marginalisation and the certainty of poverty. Through migration, youth aspire to 

accumulate financial capital to support their family, set up a small business and start an independent life. However, 

mismanagement of their remittances by family members is common and causes some young migrants to re-migrate. 
 

Currently I don’t have any paid job. I am dependent on my family for all of my expenses. Therefore, in order to improve the 

quality of my life I want to go to Dubai and work. I heard that people faced many challenges in Dubai. But death is 

unavoidable and I pray for God to protect me. When I come back with seed money from Dubai I would like to set up my own 

small business in my country. I believe the only means I have to improve my life is to migrate out and work  in another 

country. Being here there are no other ways by which I can transform my life (Aminet, young woman, aged 20, 046). 
 

 Youth described formal education as the longest path out of poverty, and many 

spoke of the curriculum having very little relevance to their local rural context. 
 

 Young people with disabilities in Hetosa have no provision for their special needs. 

Most young people live far from the primary and secondary schools, making them 

inaccessible for youth with disabilities. The few that do manage to get to school speak 

of experiences of marginalization due to poor public understanding of disabilities and 

lack of assistive devices for their special needs. 

 

 

 

I can’t hear the teacher when he teaches due to my hearing problem. Most of those whom I talked to about my  

problem didn’t appreciate it. Instead they laughed at me. It was difficult to continue my education as there was no 

special support for those who have hearing disability like me (Yetages, young man, aged 25, 035). 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Physical resource mapping with youth in Hetosa 

 

Participants 
Researchers worked with 80 of the most marginalised youth aged 15 – 24, taking 

care to reach a gender balance in the sampling. The participant sample and criteria 

of marginalisation and vulnerability were developed through the inception and 

piloting phase of the project. Snowballing was used to reach the most and a coding 

system was developed to monitor and report on the diversity of the young people in 

the case studies. Participants from Hetosa were predominantly from a single 

ethnicity and religion as is representative for the area. Guiding questions were 

developed and used to collect information from the young participants. In addition 

to the voices of young people, adult and stakeholder perspectives on the situation of 

youth were incorporated. 

 

Research 
The research was conducted in five phases, with a qualitative approach and applied 

creative and engaging participatory and visual methods. These included mapping, 

rivers of life, photo narratives, timelines, seasonal maps, youth led walks, network 

and support diagrams, which helped to reveal young people’s perspectives on the 

complexities of their lives. These methods enabled in-depth investigation of how 

uncertainty affects the lives of young people and how in turn they seek strategies to 

shape their rights and change their contexts. The case studies show how 

marginalised youth experience intersecting aspects of poverty, ethnicity, religion, 

disability, education. 

What We Did 

Young men drawing aspiration diagram in Hetosa 

Youth led walk in Hetosa 

Seasonal line of uncertainty with youth in Hetosa 


