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CLARISSA CHILD LABOUR
ACTION RESEARCH IN
SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST
ASIA

Context
The International Labour Organisation estimates that 152 million
children, aged 5 to 17, are engaged in child labour.
In Bangladesh and Nepal there is a high prevalence of child labour
and modern slavery. These low-income, fragile states face multiple
challenges like poverty, climate change, poor education, political
instability and civil conflict - all attributing factors to child labour.

www.childhope.org.uk

The project work is part of a Child Labour Action consortium
of child rights and advocacy organisations. The consortium is
committed child-led action research to unearthing the key drivers
of the world forms of child labour. Together, we will build a strong
evidence base and generate innovative solutions to the worst
forms of child labour in Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Nepal.
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The problem
Millions of children in Bangladesh and Nepal are trapped in
child labour. Over 73 million children engage in hazardous
child labour - working in dangerous conditions that are
likely to harm the health, safety, or morals of children.
In some cases, these children are involved in the Worst
Forms of Child Labour modern slavery or bonded labour,
such as the Adult Entertainment Industry, the leather
industry, human trafficking, sexual exploitation, drugs and
muling.
Marginalised groups of children, females, children living in
poverty and/ or rural areas are the most vulnerable. These
children likely to engage in the labour market sooner
because of family pressures and accepted social norms.

Project objectives

The overall goal of the Child Labour Action Research
in South and South-East Asia (CLARISSA) programme
is to build a strong evidence base and generate
innovative solutions to the worst forms of child labour
in Bangladesh and Nepal. Through cycles of action
research, this project is unearthing the key drivers
to child labour to give children more options to
avoid engagement in hazardous, exploitative labour.
This programme designed from the ground up, codeveloped with children engaged in child labour, to
find solutions that can be scaled up across Asia. Find out
more about the CLARISSA project.

Our local partner

Child Labour Action Research in South and Southeast
Asia (CLARISSA) is a consortium of child rights and
advocacy charities and organisations. The lead agency in
the consortium is the Institute of Development Studies
(IDS). Other main partners are Terre Des Hommes and
the Consortium for Street Children. ChildHope’s role is
collaboration with our local partners Grambangla in
Bangladesh and Voice of Children in Nepal.

Our donor

CLARISSA is a £15mn consortium project which
is funded by FCDO UK and led by the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS), Brighton UK. Other key
consortium members include ChildHope (and its
partners Grambangla Unnayan Committee and Voice
of Children. Nepal), Consortium for Street Children and
Terre Des Hommes.
If you are interested in knowing more about this project,
please get in touch.
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Our activities
We will generate activities and interventions through a large-scale action research process. Interventions will range from small
scale solutions to local problems, behaviour change initiatives, and large-scale pilots.
Action research is designed to enable diverse groups to meet over a period to consider evidence and generate theories of change
about interventions; plan and programme innovative solutions; test the solutions in real time, and then evaluate them. In this way
action research groups act as engines of innovation. These cycles of action and reflection continue until a robust model of action is
developed, trialed and can be scaled.
We will link multiple and parallel action research groups to form a sophisticated architecture for adaptive learning and
management systemic action research) and will ensure that children are central to this process. Children themselves will be
active participants in identifying issues and looking for solutions to tackle child labour. We will use participatory action research
approaches with children, young people and adults to identify problems and test solutions.
We aim to increase family income in order to reduce the need for children to work, as we know that the lack of money in a family is
a main factor in child labour. Alongside this, we need to look at access to essential support services such as health and education.
We also need to better understand what other factors, assumptions, attitudes and behaviours result in children’s involvement in
the worst forms of child labour. We aim to find what drives children to work and seek realistic ways to reduce this.
Children aged 9-21 years are the members, volunteer managers and promoters, under the guidance of adult facilitators. Members
nominate their own child volunteer bank managers and committee members and these children receive training in basic bookkeeping and accountancy, communication skills and how to work in a team. Being able to save keeps the money safe and helps the
children to think about the future and plan. Children can take loans and grants from the bank to support their own development
and many are choosing to use the money to pay for books and uniform so they can return to school.

