
BUILDING A LIFE 
AWAY FROM THE 
DUMPSITE
This is the largest landfill site in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. Situated just 
on the outskirts of the capital, it is 
here where more than 2,500 women 
and children spend their days sifting 
through rotting waste to find plastic 
bottles which they sell to local scrap 
businesses. 

ChildHope’s project with partner 
Grambangla is supporting these 
mothers and children to break out of 
the cycle of poverty. 

Toxic fumes and 
back-breaking work

Sayeda and Tanzia migrated 
to Dhaka in search of better 
employment. Instead, they have 
been working on this dumpsite for 
20 and 11 years. Single mothers, they 
are the only earners for their families 
and both have young children. Their 
situation is typical for many of the 
waste pickers on the dumpsite. 

They start their days incredibly early, 
between 3am and 5am, when the 
rubbish trucks arrive to deposit new 
waste. They spend up to 10 hours 
on the dumpsite.  But they cannot 
work more than two days in a row 
due to the impact of the toxic fumes. 
For every bin bag-sized sack of 
bottles they sell, they get 5 taka… the 
equivalent of 5p. 

Before our project with partner 
Grambangla, they had no other 
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education they have missed out on, 
and a nutritious meal every day as 
well as a uniform and educational 
materials.  Once the children are 
ready and have caught up on their 
education, the project supports them 
into mainstream schools.  

Our project is helping mothers 
to save money and start new 
businesses away from the hazards of 
the dumpsite.  Hundreds of mothers 
have formed savings groups where 
each person saves 200 taka (£1.85) a 
month into a joint bank account. The 
women can then take loans to invest 
in other business initiatives.

‘With my savings I have 
invested 5,200 taka (£47) 
in my own scrap business. 
I now have a higher income 
to provide for my children 
and spend less time on 
the dumpsite.’ Tanzia

This project would not be possible 
without the generosity of our 
supporters; enabling some of the 
poorest families in Dhaka to have 
hope for a brighter future, away 
from the dumpsite. You can read 
more about our Fundraising Officer 
Alice’s recent visit to Grambangla 
inside.

option but to take their children 
with them to work each day. 
Now, things are different:  

‘At Grambangla school 
they get a free lunch and 
education. Before, we had 
to take our children to the 
dumpsite. Now we know are 
dropping our children off in 
a safe environment.’ 
 Tanzia

Investing in a 
brighter future 

The school is supporting 174 children 
of waste picker parents. Here, in 
a safe environment, they get the 



In Peru, a shocking 26% of children 
are child labourers. The children in 
our project are engaged in the most 
exploitative and dangerous child 
labour including quarrying and brick 
making. When they do go to school, 

there is often violence, corporal 
punishment and bullying. 

In eight schools in the slums of Lima, 
children are at the forefront of efforts 
to create a safe environment. School 
councils have been established, 
where pupils are trained to support 
their peers and report any abuse to 
specially trained teachers. And thanks 
to awareness-raising workshops 
costing £30 a month to run, parents 
are learning how to recognise and 
respond to situations of abuse.

‘It really was a fantastic trip 
and one I will never forget’. 
 Celia

The Aberdeen Standard Investments 
group visited two schools and got the 
opportunity to lead English lessons, 
participate in cultural exchange 
classes, and get involved in the 
school’s sports day. The group also 
helped to paint a mural as a memento 
of their visit, for which a drawing 
competition was held to select a 
winning sketch by one of the students.

Thank you to Aberdeen Standard 
Investments and all the volunteers 
for their hard work.
If you would like your company to 
partner with ChildHope, please get 
in touch on info@childhope.org.uk 
or 0207 065 0950.
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‘We all had our world 
views changed by 
the trip‘. Madeline

Since 2016, our valued 
corporate partner Aberdeen 
Standard Investments has 
supported our project to create 
safe schools for child labourers 
in Peru. In September, 14 
employees from their global 
offices embarked on a week-
long visit to our partner CESIP 
in Lima to see for themselves 
the difference their grant 
is making.

DON’T FORGET 
TO TUNE IN! 

We are delighted to announce 
that we have been selected 
for a BBC Radio 4 Appeal! Our 
appeal will be read by BAFTA-
winning actor Bill Nighy, who 
visited our project in Kenya with 
Pendekezo Letu. 

The appeal will be broadcast 
on Sunday 21st January and 
Thursday 25th January 2018. This 
is a really exciting opportunity 
to reach a nationwide audience, 
and raise vital funds. We hope 
to raise a target of £20,000. We 
would love for our supporters 
to help spread the word through 
your networks and social media.  
We’ll keep you updated…
Executive Director Jill Healey with Bill Nighy
Photo credit: Miles Willis, Getty for BA



TACKLING SLAVERY 
AND TRAFFICKING 
IN NEPAL
Slavery is not an historical 
phenomenon. In Nepal, it is 
estimated that over 230,000 people 
are victims of modern day slavery. 
This includes children who are subject 
to trafficking, forced labour, sexual 
exploitation and early marriage. 

We are pleased to announce a new 
UK Aid-funded project with our 
partner Shakti Samuha, a survivor-
run organisation, in Nepal starting 
in April. We will work in a high-risk 

region to support child survivors 
to recover from their trauma and 
reintegrate into society.

The young people themselves will 
take a leading role in bringing about 
long term change to prevent child 
slavery in Nepal. 100 young change 
agents will be at the forefront of 
media and advocacy efforts to raise 
awareness of the issues and call on 
the government to ensure children 
are safe and protected, and slavery 
is consigned to the past. We look 
forward to updating you on our 
progress soon.

SPOTLIGHT ON... 
Our Fundraising 
Officer Alice’s visit 
to Bangladesh

When I arrived on the dumpsite in 
August, the first thing that struck me 
was the sheer size of the site with 
mounds of rubbish piled high in every 
direction. In 30-degree heat, the smell 
of putrid waste was overpowering. I 
couldn’t even begin to imagine this 
being somebody’s place of work. 

I was informed that thousands of 
women and children work here each 
day. With sharp objects, chemical fires 
and heavy machinery, it is no place for 
a child.

Waste-picking families 
now have hope

Sayeda and Tanzia are two mothers 
who were kind enough to speak to me 
about their experiences. In addition 
to their savings group, both women 
have received training on hygiene, 
nutrition and tailoring. Sayeda told me 
that thanks to the tailoring training, 
she has developed good skills using 
industrial sewing machines. When 
her children have finished their 
education at Grambangla school, she 
has her sights set on getting work 

in a garment factory, moving away 
from the dumpsite for good.

Our work with mothers like Sayeda 
and Tanzia simply wouldn’t be 
possible without your support – thank 
you. The stories I heard whilst on 
my visit were so moving, and the 

happiness, resilience and optimism 
of the children I met was truly 
heart-warming.

It was incredible to see the difference 
that together we can make to 
children’s lives and I’m very proud 
to be a part of that.



Safe shelter was often impossible 
and they were regularly forced to 
sleep on the streets. When Sia’s 
older siblings reached the age of 
12 years old, they felt their chances 
would be better if they went off to 
fend for themselves on the streets. 
Leaving Sia and her mother on 
their own. 

Sia had never been to school. She 
simply could not afford it. One day, 
Sia and her mother were approached 
by a social worker from our partner 
Street Child of Sierra Leone (SCoSL). 
They helped enrol Sia into a local 
school and provided her with a 
uniform, school shoes and bag. 
It costs £25 to help a child in this way.

Thanks to our project, Sia is 
now in school: ‘I love to go 
to school and be with 
other children my age. 
I am really enjoying 
studying.’ 

Sia is desperate to stay in school, 
but her situation is still precarious. 
When she finishes school each day, 
she still needs to help her mum beg 
for money. Additional school costs 
and the burden of caring for her 
mother means she’s unsure if she can 
remain in school next year.

‘My classmates do not 
know that I have to help 
my mother. I do not want 
to drop out; I want to stay 
in school and learn. But it 
is hard for my mother and 
I am the only one who can 
help her.’

Are you able to give a  
Gift of Hope this Christmas 
to children like Sia? 
ChildHope is committed to ensuring 
that Sia and thousands more children 
can stay in school and thrive.  We are 
working with Sia’s mother to help 
her establish a soap-making business 
so Sia can continue her education 
and both of them can move away 
from the streets. But, we need your 
support to do this vital work.

By donating to ChildHope this 
Christmas, your gift will bring hope 
and opportunity to children who 
currently can only dream of a life 
where they have food, safe shelter, 
and education.

Thank you for your support and 
warm festive wishes from all of 
us at ChildHope.

GIVE A CHILD THE 
GIFT OF HOPE 
THIS CHRISTMAS
Children like 8-year-old Sia are so 
often ignored. Sia is the youngest of 
six children. Born to a blind mother, 
she has been guiding her mum 
through the streets of Sierra Leone 
to beg for money since she was 
just 5 years old. Roaming the city 
streets from sunrise to sunset every 
day was the only way they could 
survive. Christmas day was never 
any different.
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