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Impact  
Snapshot
ChildHope is proud to be working with our 
local partner in Ethiopia, CHADET, on our 
Girls’ Education Challenge Programme (GEC), 
funded by UK Aid. During phase one of the 
project, our aim was to help girls get a quality 
primary education. Phase two has focused 
on eliminating the barriers girls face when 
transitioning through secondary school. 
Here are some of our achievements:

Fundraising Ideas

www.giveasyoulive.com/join/childhope www.giveasyoulive.com/join/childhope

Online Christmas Shopping
Give as you Live Online, is a free and easy way to raise funds 
for ChildHope. All you need to do is join their platform, then 
when you click on the store you’d like to shop with, you will be 
redirected to the store and be able to shop as normal. As you 
shop, your purchase will automatically generate a donation for 
ChildHope! Search www.giveasyoulive.com/join/childhope

Donate a Christmas Pud! 
Christmas has different meanings for everyone. But one thing 
we can probably all agree on is that Christmas is a time for 
delicious, familiar and comforting food – and this year we 
need that comfort more than ever! Love them or loathe them, 
this year we’d like to honour the humble Christmas pud with 
a fun appeal. If you’d like to get involved, please donate 
whatever you might normally spend on a Christmas pudding 
to ChildHope and help us raise £1000. And if you do tuck 
into a steaming Christmas pud this year, do send us a photo! 
Donate bit.ly/childhopedonate

16,481 marginalised girls 
supported to get a quality education

of girls have 
progressed into 
secondary school in 
comparison to the 
national average of 

54%* 

900 girls 
received a school 
uniform helping 
them feel motivated 
and confident in their 
academic abilities

23,721 packs of sanitary 
pads distributed so girls could 
continue attending school during 
their period

87% of girls are reported 
to have mid to high self-esteem 
contributing to improving 
numeracy, reading, English and 
local language skills

450 teachers received 
training in new teaching 
methodologies enabling them 
to better facilitate gender-
sensitive learning

97%

*UNESCO, 2015

Learn more about GEC-T here: http://bit.ly/gecproject
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Fundraising Update
“The weather was terrible...I thought, 

‘This is the moment!’” 

Back in January, our Treasurer, Karen Kroger, laced up 
her trainers and kicked off a strict training plan that 
should have taken her all the way to the 2020 London 
Marathon. Both her training and her fundraising were 
going perfectly to plan – and then COVID-19 hit. Karen 
tells us more below. 

Thanks for chatting to us today Karen! Firstly, what led 
you to ChildHope? 
I knew your previous treasurer, Helen. After seven years 
with ChildHope, she was planning to move on, and she 
asked me if I’d be interested in her role. I met the team 
and discovered that what you do and the way you do it is 
fantastic. You’re working through partner organisations 
who are truly part of the communities they’re supporting. 
That means they understand the local issues and context, 
and they know what really matters, and what will make 
a difference. 

If you were able to visit one of our projects, which one 
would you choose? 
I’d really like to go to Ethiopia to see the Girls’ Education 
Challenge in action – I work in education, so I’m particularly 
interested in that project. While I haven’t visited your 
partners, I have met some when they’ve visited the UK. The 
Butterflies team from India [a child rights organisation that 
we’ve worked with since 2005] was amazing. ChildHope 
has worked closely with Butterflies to build their confidence 
and systems, and they are really thriving as a result. 

You were all set to run the London Marathon for us in 
April. Are you a keen runner, or would this have been 
a big challenge for you?

I do quite a bit of running. I enjoy it because it gives me 
space on my own – it’s my version of mindfulness! I used 
to run to work in the mornings – I’d choose routes through 
green spaces so that I could enjoy the outside world and 
turn my brain off for a while. Increasingly I’ve found that 
running is good for my mental health, and the exercise 
is an added bonus. 

You raised nearly £2500 for ChildHope in just a few 
weeks! How did you do it? 
I’d been in touch with Marcus at ChildHope, asking when 
the ideal time to start fundraising might be. In February, 
I had an 18km training run scheduled for a very stormy 
Sunday morning. I knew I just had to get out there – my 
children were occupied for a few hours, so this was my one 
window of opportunity for my long run. The weather was 
terrible – I got absolutely soaked and battered. I thought, 
‘This is the moment!’ When I got home I wrote an email to 
everyone I knew, along the lines of ‘I hope you’re all having 
a lovely weekend warm and dry at home! I’ve just come 
back from an 18 km run in the rain…’ I got a great response. 
I’m very fortunate that so many of my family, friends and 
colleagues contributed. 

How did you feel when the marathon was postponed? 
It was frustrating but inevitable. By then I had so much 
going on at work that the possibility of keeping up my strict 
training plan was getting more remote by the day. And 
I had my children at home too! The marathon has been 
postponed until October 2021, so my plan is to run for 
ChildHope then. 

These are extremely challenging times for everyone, 
but charities have been hit particularly hard by the 
Covid pandemic. As our Treasurer, what are your hopes 
for ChildHope’s future?
I think ChildHope’s work is more important now than it’s 
ever been. You work with the most marginalised children 
in the world, and in an era of COVID-19, their lives are even 
more difficult. While I do have concerns about funding, I’m 
hopeful that ChildHope will be able to work through this. 
Sometimes being a small charity can be helpful, because 
you can be more agile. I recognise that life is difficult for 
everybody at the moment, but I hope supporters will stay 
with us. Even just a small regular contribution each month 
is a huge help. 

Check out Karen’s page and support her by 
donating to help her reach her £5000!  
Search bit.ly/karensmarathon

Raised: £3,068.50 (including GiftAid) Target: £5000
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In fear of COVID-19 spreading throughout Ethiopia, 
schools abruptly closed in March. Our local partner in 
Ethiopia, CHADET, immediately began raising awareness 
for the issues marginalised girls could face in lockdown 
and took action to ensure they were not forgotten. The 
focus was on keeping girls hopeful about education. At 
the heart of this response was CHADET’s Deputy Director, 
Dr Wossen Argaw.

Dr Wossen joined CHADET in 2015 with a background and 
research in gender and education, specifically gender in 
higher education. We caught up with Dr Wossen to hear 
her perspective on CHADET’s response to the pandemic 
and her thoughts on girls’ education in Ethiopia.

How did the early stages of the pandemic affect 
Ethiopians? 
While COVID-19 has been an international pandemic, here 
in Ethiopia it has been difficult, especially if you consider 
the situation of the girls. COVID-19 and the closing of 
schools has been a horrible experience for them and for all 
of us. The degree of distress and unhappiness these girls 
experienced was immense. The idea of school is a place 
not just to learn but where they get relief from hard work, 
household chores, and where they meet friends. They have 
told us that school is a really enjoyable place for them. 

When the lockdown began in Ethiopia, we started 
conversations with ChildHope to see what we could do to 
support the girls and keep the project moving. We came up 

with ideas to provide worksheets, sanitary materials, and 
information about the virus itself. I think this is one of our key 
achievements. We feel that we responded much better and 
much earlier than other Non-Government Organisations; 
we were able to get provision out to the girls quickly. 

We distributed the worksheets, then they completed the 
worksheets and returned them. We then managed to send 
out a second round of worksheets. We were also able to 
interview some of the girls, earlier during the first distribution 
of worksheets and later during the second distribution. We 
learned that the girls were feeling better after we sent out 
support; after we had distributed soaps, sanitary towels, and 
the worksheets. I think this has been a big achievement for us. 

I was fortunate to go to one of the project areas and visit 
the girls. They were very happy and excited to see us. 
They realised that there was someone, that CHADET and 
the project, were thinking of them. 

What do you believe are some of the impacts of GEC? 
It is education. The whole world agrees that educating people 
really impacts people’s lives. Beyond the economic benefits 
of education, I would say it is the value attached to someone 
when they are educated. It goes with your self-worth, your 
social status, how one negotiates in the world system. Even 
if education is only one resource, it really contributes to the 
development of a person. I feel that through GEC we have 
been able to achieve that.

Project Focus: 
Moving Fast to Ensure Girls 

Don’t Lose Hope in Education 
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Back to School Appeal
£10 Could buy 10 packs of sanitary pads so girls 
can continue in school during their period

£25 Could support a girl back into school with 
a uniform, shoes, and exercise books 

£50 Could provide 20 girls with textbooks, notebooks 
and pens

£100 Could provide vital therapy support for a girl 
to help them deal with trauma

Donate
ONLINE: www.childhope.org.uk
TEXT: Text GIRL to 70085 to donate £20.  
(texts cost £20 plus one 
standard rate message.)
QR: Scan the QR code with 
your smart phone and then 
tap the link to donate 

“I knew I would be taken from school 
and leave a life of learning and friends.” 

As the oldest child in the family, Melesu was expected to look 
after her siblings and help her mother run the house. She 
might make it to school on Monday, but by Tuesday her seat 
would be empty. As her attendance became more infrequent, 
her grades began to slip, and she struggled to keep up with 
her school work.

Melesu’s parents were struggling to take care of their growing 
family’s needs. They knew that the wealth gained from a child 
marriage could transform the future of the whole family.

When Melesu found out about their plan to arrange her 
marriage, she was shocked. “I felt so afraid and unhappy,” 
she says. “I knew I would be taken from school and I would 
leave a life of learning and friends.”

Thanks to her school’s Girls’ Club, Melesu knew that child 
marriage was illegal – and that she had a chance to stop it. 
She wrote a letter and placed it in her school’s Letter Link Box, 
a secure box in her school where girls can discreetly submit 
their concerns and issues. Soon after she posted her letter, 
it was read by her teacher, Mastewal, who has been trained 
by CHADET in supporting vulnerable girls.

In their words

Melesu’s Story

DONATE THIS CHRISTMAS TO 
HELP EDUCATE A GIRL 
For girls from extremely poor and underprivileged backgrounds, 
education is often a difficult journey. They face many challenges 
to attending school, the increasing risk of early marriage, 
family expectations and household chores, and experience 
discrimination and stigma over menstruation.

All these challenges are barriers to girls’ education, 
denying their rights, and keeping them from becoming 
empowered citizens.

Every year, 12 million girls are married before the age of 18.

Earlier this year during the lockdown in Ethiopia, we began 
hearing reports of early marriages beginning to occur in the 
areas we work. We responded quickly to raise awareness 
and prevent it from happening. To see girls transition through 
school, addressing and understanding the barriers they face is 
critical. We do this by supporting them to build their self-esteem 
and by listening to their experiences.

Donate this Christmas to help us raise £10,000 for our Back 
to School Appeal, so we can help girls overcome the barriers 
they face in education. Below, Melesu shares her story on early 
marriage and how education rebuilt her confidence.

Mastewal visited Melesu’s parents and reminded them of 
the law, telling them that CHADET could help Melesu stay 
in school by covering her tuition fees.

Melesu’s mother, Bezunesh, values education but felt that 
poverty had left her little choice. “The fact that I’m not 
educated really matters,” she says. “That’s why I decided 
Melesu should marry. With the bride wealth, I could afford 
to buy the things her younger siblings needed for school. It 
was important for me that at least some of my children get a 
proper education.”

Supported by CHADET, Melesu’s parents called off the 
wedding and Melesu stayed in school. Today Melesu still helps 
at home, but she’s given time to study and attend tutorials on 
Saturdays. Both her confidence and her grades have improved. 
She loves maths and, inspired by Mastewal, she wants to be 
a teacher in the future.

Registered Charity No. 328434 www.childhope.org.uk

Winter 2020 Newsletter

http://www.childhope.org.uk


ChildHope UK, The Green House, 244 – 254 Cambridge Heath Road, London, E2 9DA

www.childhope.org.uk
Registered charity number: 328434 
Company limited by guarantee: 2343358
Names of children have been changed and photographs are not of those written about.  
Relevant individual permissions have been obtained for stock images. 
In all ChildHope photographs, children have given their consent for ChildHope to use and share their images and stories.

Our work in Ethiopia with our local partner CHADET isn’t just 
about getting girls into school – it’s about giving them a good 
education when they get there. CHADET are training teachers 
so that they can facilitate more engaging lessons for girls 
using new methods that make learning enjoyable and student 
centred. These teachers meet in ‘Communities of Practice’ to 
share ideas, solve problems and support each other. 

Here, Legese Abebe from the Amhara Region of Ethiopia 
shares what the training has meant to him.

“For me personally, the project 
is a backbone.”
Legese Abebe - teacher for 35 years. Currently teaches English 
at Gafat Primary School. 

“I have no words to describe what the project has done for 
the girls and the community. For me personally, the project 
is a backbone. The new teaching approaches have been very 
good and have helped me a lot in my job. In Communities of 
Practice, we discuss our plans and implementation. We talk 
about how to teach and we discuss how we are progressing, 
and we make sure that our teaching is participatory. One 
important thing I’ve learned is that we teach the sound first. 
For example, with the letter ‘B’, you don’t teach ‘Bee’, you 
teach the sound. You begin from the sound, then you write 
it, then children learn to relate the sound with the symbol. 
Then you go to the alphabet, then to the word, then to 
the sentence.” 

Go to bit.ly/gecethiopia to learn more about our work 
with CHADET.

Meet Our Team:  
Colin Haikin  
Education Advisor, Girl’s Education 
Challenge 

I’m Colin, the 
Education Adviser 
for ChildHope, 
specifically working 
on an education 
project in Ethiopia. 
I have been working 
for ChildHope 
for around two 
and a half years. 
I have many years’ 
experience in the 
education sector 

as an educator, team leader, and quality improvement 
manager. Before working for ChildHope, I spent one 
year working for a large education non-governmental 
organisation in India.

As well as my belief in the power of education to offer 

people the ability to make personal, valued choices that 
may otherwise have been denied them, I am a passionate 
advocate of girls’ education; especially in low income 
countries and in contexts where girls’ voices have 
traditionally been muted.

In my current role, I am lucky to be working on a Girls’ 
Education Challenge project in Ethiopia. This has given 
me the opportunity to work with teachers, leaders, and 
education officials, on delivering a more equitable and 
equal education for over 16,000 girls, from some of the 
most marginalised communities in Ethiopia. It has also 
allowed me to work with our local partners CHADET, and 
in particular develop a very close working partnership (and 
personal friendship) with their Deputy Director and gender 
and education expert Dr Wossen Argaw.

Working for ChildHope and with CHADET, and in particular 
Wossen, we have had a positive impact not only on the girls’ 
immediate education outcomes, but on their confidence 
and self-esteem too. Twenty-five years on from the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action, a visionary agenda for 
the empowerment of women, much work is still needed to 
develop girls’ education globally. But it is rewarding to see 
the girls we work with in Ethiopia develop more self-esteem 
and broader aspirations.

How CHADET’s Teacher Training Has Transformed the Classroom 

Partner Focus:

Colin was delighted to discover his colleague 
was also an Arsenal supporter!
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